
Murray Arts Advisory Board
Minutes for February 17, 2009

Attendance: Mildred Horton, Jared Shaver, Judy Baxendale, Galen Campbell, Sharon Whitney, John
Madsen, Mary Black, Mary Ann Kirk (staff), Deb Ashton (Murray School District).  

Excused: Kathleen Sorenson, Elaine Judd

1. Minutes for January 20, 2009 were approved as written.

2. Deb Ashton presented a description and summary of the 2007 Sharp Survey from Murray School
District which includes the risk and protective factors model related to substance abuse.  They
have focused on academic achievement and commitment to school which are protective factors
they can influence.  Deb said it is surprising that Murray has as many risk factors as it does
considering we are a closely knit community which most would consider fairly protected.  
Alcohol use was the highest problem behavior in the Murray School District although only 10-15
% are current users.  Many kids perceive everybody is doing it.  One of the key protective factors
was eating together as a family.  Mary Ann wondered if the same statistics would exist for any
activity the family is participating in together.  Are there any statistics that might show how
participating in the arts serves as a protective factor?  Deb suggested we talk to the survey
administrators.

Mary Ann asked if there were specific things the arts board could be involved in to address some
of the social issues in the schools.  Mildred mentioned the Murray High PLT team does go to
schools with some theater impromptu elements.  Deb said that next year her office is focusing on
an anti-violence theme called Chain Reaction to Kindness.  Perhaps this could be an area we
could enhance.  They are also looking at a program called Rachel’s Challenge - the true tragic
story involving Columbine.  Deb said the superintendent has asked her to also focus on school
attendance. Mary Ann noted that there is national data that shows when kids are engaged in the
arts in school, attendance improves.   Deb said more protective factors help reduce the risk
factors.  Jared noted that the school district has little control over some risk factors but the
community might be in a better position to address.  He feels we have many talents in our
community which could be tapped to address some of these issues.  Galen suggested we already
know these activities support protective factors and wondered why we spend tax dollars on the
survey.  Deb said the data helps validate what we think is happening.  Mary Ann said the data
challenges perceptions that might be inaccurate.   Mary Ann suggested the board review the
SHARP survey and we will discuss ideas at our next meeting.

A group called Communities for Decency asked if Murray could help direct a musical that
teaches children skills on how to resist pornography.  Riverton Elementary School would like to
have the program presented in their school.  Board members agreed this was a critical problem. 
Mildred viewed the video and thought our school district might be interested but she didn’t know
why we would produce it and take it to Riverton.  Mary Ann will try to talk to someone in
Riverton about producing it for their own community.  Jared will review the video also.  Deb
suggested it could be useful but the staff would need training.  Deb said the attorney general also
has a program called net smart which is free.  

3. Mary Ann reviewed the upcoming calendar and assignments. She will email everyone to remind
them of assignments related to the after school musicals.  Jared will handle the Longview
musical on March 12.  Galen noted he was helping with sound at Longview also. 



4. Mary Ann said the city has met with the county about the performing arts center.  Members were
encouraged to attend the public hearing on the county master plan on Monday, February 23 at
6:30 pm.  

5. Judy announced the literary workshop is scheduled for April 25. She has reserved the library
from 10 am to 12:30 pm.  The workshop will feature Paulette Stevens who will discuss writing
personal histories.  Judy will get a description of the workshop focus. Literary entries included
13 entries from 7 writers.  Mildred will take the entries to a judge and then Jared will deliver
them to another judge.  

6. The float design was reviewed. We need a theme that matches the July 24  theme of Utahth

Pioneer’s - Catch the Vision.  One idea was Murray Arts - Catch the Vision.  Mary Ann liked
using the word “engaged in the arts” but didn’t know how to use that without being too wordy. 
Mary suggested the theme of Murray’s Vision for the Arts.  Board members liked this because it
was simple.    

7. Grant applications were reviewed.  All of the applications proposed the same grant amounts as
last year.  Mary suggested that the names of the individuals be printed or typed alongside the
signatures because you couldn’t read who signed the applications. Sharon asked if the ballet
center is private.  Mary Ann said that many studios have a 501 c 3 status for the performing
element of their private business which is the case with the ballet center.  It was noted that the
ballet center expenses were more than their income.  Mary Ann said they should have shown that
their private business helped cover the remaining cost.  She will review this with them.  Mary
asked why the Miss Murray Pageant didn’t attend our financial training.  Mary Ann noted their
budget is reviewed by their parent organization.  We don’t treat them exactly like our other art
groups because it is basically a scholarship grant and the city asked us to review their request
each year.  Galen noted that the band and symphony have as little as 20% Murray residents. 
Mary Ann said that it takes a lot of musicians to create a symphony.  We would not have a
symphony if it was limited to Murray residents.  We rely on other surrounding community
members to make it function.  Galen said the regional performing arts center makes sense for this
type of organization which serves several communities.  

Galen moved to accept the applications as submitted.  The motion was seconded and accepted
unanimously Board members approved the grant recommendations as follows:

Murray Symphony $5000
Murray Concert Band   $2500
Ballet Center $2500
Murray High Art Fest $1000
Miss Murray Pageant $4100

Mildred and Mary wanted to make sure these organizations realize these amounts may change
depending on the budget situation.  Mary Ann explained these are just recommendations and she
will let each group know the amounts are dependent on budget approval for 2009-2010.  

8. Next meeting is scheduled for March 17.  Mildred and Mary asked to be excused.
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